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A NEW ERA OF LEADERSHIP

We are delighted to announce the
appointment of Professor Colin Masters, AO
as the Medical Director of Alzheimer’s
Research Australia.

Professor Masters is recognised globally as a
leader in dementia research, with a distinguished
career spanning decades of groundbreaking
scientific and clinical achievement.

His appointment brings an extraordinary depth
of expertise and vision to our organisation.

We look forward to building on our strong
foundation under his esteemed guidance.

Director of Research, Professor Ralph Martins, AO (left) is proud
to welcome Professor Colin Masters, AO (right) as the Medical
Director of Alzheimer’s Research Australia.
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In a landmark milestone for both organisations,
Alzheimer's Research Australia (ARA) and

The University of Western Australia (UWA) have
formally established the UWA-ARA Endowed
Chair in Alzheimer’s Disease Research.

We are incredibly proud to share that our Director
of Research, Professor Ralph Martins, AO, has
been appointed as the inaugural Chair. This role
recognises Professor Martins’ outstanding global
leadership and cements our long-standing
collaboration with UWA.

In this new role, Professor Martins will lead a new
Centre in Alzheimer’s and Dementia Research at
UWA. He will also continue to spearhead vital
programs, including AU-ARROW and our pioneering
blood biomarker work.

Importantly, the newly established Endowed Chair will
help attract new collaborations, students and funding
opportunities that will benefit ARA and our partners.

This appointment firmly positions Western Australia
and ARA at the forefront of international dementia
research and clinical translation.

TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE ALZHEIMER'S A

DISTANT MEMORY FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS.




Alzheimer’'s Research Australia continues to
play an active role in advancing new treatments
by facilitating several high-impact clinical trials.
These studies aim to improve our understanding
of Alzheimer’s disease and explore potential
therapies that may slow or modify disease
progression.

One of the studies currently underway at our site is
the TRONTIER Il Study, sponsored by Roche. This
global clinical trial is investigating an experimental
medicine called trontinemab, a next-generation
antibody therapy designed to target amyloid
plaques in the brain - one of the key biological
hallmarks of Alzheimer's disease.

Researchers hope that by removing these plaques
more efficiently, trontinemab may help slow the
progression of Alzheimer's disease in people
experiencing early symptoms. Participants in the
study are carefully monitored over time to assess
the medicine’s safety and its potential effects on
memory, thinking, and brain changes associated
with the disease.

We are also participating in the VHB937 Study,
which is exploring another innovative approach to
treating early Alzheimer's disease. This
investigational therapy is designed to support the
brain's immune cells, known as microglia. By
activating these cells, the treatment aims to
enhance the brain’s natural ability to protect nerve
cells and clear harmful proteins.

This study will evaluate whether the therapy is safe
and whether it can positively influence cognition,
daily functioning, and biological changes in the
brain in people living with early Alzheimer's disease.

Together, these studies represent important steps
toward developing new treatments that could
change the future of Alzheimer’s disease.

Honoured to welcome Kate to our facilities, where she met with
leaders from ARA. We are grateful for her generous recognition
and shout-out in parliament supporting dementia research.

ADVOCACY IN ACTION:
CALLING FOR CRITICAL FUNDING

Alzheimer’'s Research Australia welcomes the
strong advocacy of Federal MP Kate Chaney,
who recently called for the urgent release of
funding from the Medical Research Future Fund
(MRFF) Ms. Chaney visited our facilities late last
year, meeting with some members of our
leadership team to see firsthand the critical
work underway. It was following that visit that
she took to the floor of parliament to champion
our cause, for which we are incredibly grateful.

As highlighted in her recent parliamentary speech,
current limits on MRFF disbursement create
significant barriers for organisations like ours,
limiting our ability to advance work in early
diagnosis and life-changing clinical trials.

With dementia now the leading cause of death in
Australia, the need for sustained investment has
never been greater.

We thank Ms. Chaney for highlighting the impact of
these funding delays on Curtin-based research and
for recognising the contributions of our scientists.

We join her in urging the Australian Government to
release additional MRFF funding so that Alzheimer’s
researchers across the country can continue
progressing work that offers hope to the millions

of Australians affected by dementia.

You can read Kate Chaney'’s
Parliamentary speech by
scanning the QR code.
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Vale Professor Bryant A. R. Stokes, AO

CELEBRATING A LIFE OF
LEADERSHIP AND CARE

Alzheimer’s Research Australia is deeply
saddened by the recent passing of Bryant
Stokes, AO.

Professor Stokes made an unparalleled
contribution to health in Western Australia and
beyond. Internationally recognised as a leading
neurosurgeon, he was a passionate advocate for
medical research and strengthening patient care.

Throughout his distinguished career, Professor
Stokes was driven by a clear purpose to improve
outcomes for patients and strengthen collaboration
across the health and research sectors. His

vision helped shape neurological research in this
state and supported the development of future
generations of clinicians and researchers.

Professor Stokes also played a significant role in
advancing neuroscience research through his
longstanding involvement with organisations,
including Alzeimer’'s Reseach Australia. His
leadership and advocacy were instrumental in
fostering partnerships that strengthened our
collective impact.

Professor Ralph Martins, AO, Director of Research
at Alzheimer’'s Research Australia, paid tribute to
the much-respected medical leader and friend.

“Bryant’s longstanding support
played a pivotal role in advancing
our research.”

“He was a committed advocate for
our work and was instrumental

in enabling our transition to the
world-class facilities at the Ralph
and Patricia Sarich Neuroscience
Institute. In honour of his legacy,
we will continue striving toward

a future where Alzheimer'sis a
distant memory. Rest in peace,
Bryant.”

We extend our deepest condolences to
Professor Stokes’ family, loved ones, colleagues
and the many people whose lives he touched.
His legacy will endure through the research he
championed and the countless patients who
benefited from his care.

GLOBAL INSIGHTS: CTAD 2025 RECAP

The ARA executive team recently returned from
the Clinical Trials on Alzheimer’s Disease (CTAD)
2025 Conference in San Diego, California.

This global gathering brought together leading
researchers, clinicians, industry partners, and
policymakers from around the world to share
the latest developments in Alzheimer’s disease
research and clinical trials.

The conference provided updates on more than
50 drugs currently in the clinical trial pipeline,
advances in early detection, trial design,

biomarkers, and emerging therapeutic approaches
aimed at improving outcomes for people living with
Alzheimer's disease.

One of the strongest takeaway messages from
attending the conference and after hearing the
updates on the various clinical trials, is that the
greatest impact on slowing disease progression is
still likely to be achieved when treatment is given as
early as possible. Therefore identifying individuals
10 to 15 years before the onset of clinical symptoms
is imperative for early intervention and management.



TAKE A BOW, LOUISE & CAROLINAL

At Alzheimer’s Research Australia, we are committed to supporting the next generation of
Alzheimer’s researchers, and we have not one, but two doctoral graduations to celebrate!

DR LOUISE PIVAC

Louise first joined us as a long-term research
volunteer, contributing her time and curiosity to
support our studies. Through this experience, she
built a strong research foundation and a deep
commitment to advancing brain health.

Her dedication was recognised with the award of
an ARA/Murdoch University PhD scholarship. Last
October, her years of hard work culminated in her
PhD being officially conferred — a proud and well-
earned achievement.

Her work explores whether improving sleep quality
through targeted cognitive behavioural therapy
can lead to measurable changes in cognition and
biomarkers of brain health.

This research holds important implications for the
many Australians at risk of cognitive decline linked
to poor sleep. Her thesis has already attracted
strong attention, recently receiving an enthusiastic
18-minute review from a prominent sleep science
researcher and podcaster — a testament to the
quality and relevance of her work.

DR CAROLINA BLAGOJEVIC CASTRO

Dr Carolina Blagojevic Castro has successfully
completed her Doctor of Philosophy at Murdoch
University. She undertook her PhD under the
supervision of Professor Hamid Sohrabi, Deputy
Director of Research here at Alzheimer's Research
Australia and Director of the Murdoch University
Centre for Healthy Ageing.

Carolina’s research explores the important
relationship between dietary patterns, brain health,
and cognitive decline. By integrating nutritional
epidemiology, neuroscience, and public health, her
work contributes to a growing body of evidence
aimed at informing practical, evidence-based
strategies for Alzheimer’s prevention.

Beyond her academic achievements, Carolina brings
more than a decade of experience as both a dietitian
and researcher. Throughout her candidature, she
made a meaningful contribution to the Centre’s
research environment, enriching the broader
scientific and collaborative community.




WORDPLAY WITH PURPOSE

Some partnerships feel like they were
always meant to be... and our connection
with Minute Cryptic is one of them.

Minute Cryptic is a popular independent online
platform designed to make cryptic crosswords
accessible and built around three things:

fun, silliness, and words.

But something meaningful happened as their
community grew. Solver after solver began sharing
that their daily cryptic habit wasn't just entertaining
- it was part of how they stayed mentally alert.

That insight sparked a question for the Minute
Cryptic team: what if we could be about fun,
silliness, words... and cognitive health?

True to their word, they acted on it.

Since mid-2025, Minute Cryptic has donated
an extraordinary $71,000 to Alzheimer's
Research Australia - and counting!

Beginning with an incredibly generous founding
gift of $40,000, they have since committed to
regular weekly donations, giving consistently and
generously ever since.

And they've made it clear: this is just the beginning.
As Minute Cryptic grows, so too will their giving.

We are deeply grateful to the entire Minute Cryptic
team and their wonderful community of solvers.
Their support is making a real and lasting difference
to our researchers and to the millions

of Australians affected by Alzheimer’s disease.

Minute Cryptic is fun, free - and now part
of the fight against Alzheimer’s.

If you haven't yet tried
Minute Cryptic, scan
this QR code or visit
minutecryptic.com




RUN FOR A REASON THIS MAY brings us closer to a world where Alzheimer's is a

distant memory.

Here's a great way to combine your fithess

goals with a cause that truly matters. You'll be in great company too! Our very own

Clinical Trial Director, Dr Daniel Clarke, will be lining

The HBF Run for a Reason is returning to Perth up for the half-marathon.

this May - and it's your opportunity to move,
connect, and make a real difference in the fight
against Alzheimer’s and other dementias.

Whether you're easing in with the 3km short
course, challenging yourself with the 12km run,
or going all out with the half-marathon, there's a
distance for every level of fitness and ambition.
Ready to take on the challenge?

When you run and fundraise on behalf of ARA,
every step you take and every dollar you raise

To register, scan the QR code
or visit runforareason26.
grassrootz.com/
alzheimer-s-research

Can’'t make it to Perth?

You can still make an impact from wherever you
are. Grassrootz hosts fundraising events across the
country — join for free and access powerful online
tools to help you maximise every dollar raised.

Last year, we raised just over $7,.000 and were

60" on the HBF Tally Board out of 358 Charities! WSS LT E

Last year, dementia became the leading cause of death
) in Australia. It's a sobering milestone, but one that has
~ sparked increased support for our work.

More Australians than ever are rallying behind our talented
researchers: the ‘brain detectives’ working to defeat Alzheimer’s
and other dementias. And the impact is undeniable.

In 2025, our fundraising income more than tripled that of 2024. — . .
If you are considering leaving a gift

in your Will to Alzheimer’'s Research
Australia, or would like to fundraise
on ARA's behalf, please contact g

That's thanks largely to two significant gifts in Wills
(bequests) and to the generosity of every supporter:
individuals, corporate partners, those fundraising on our
behalf and more.

B/

Caren Wilson on (08) 6457 0253 or
info@alzheimersresearch.org.au
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